IMPORTANT REQUEST FOR HELPERS

Would anyone interested in helping-whether from the old teams or new volunteers contact me
on petvins@btinternet.com as without a viable group of supporters we will be unable to
produce future issues.
EDITOR

NORTH PERROTT GARDEN CENTRE
At the farm shop, our experience of Lock-down was a little different to most. Rather than
having to lock ourselves away, almost overnight we became a local hub for the delivery of
food to vulnerable households in the surrounding villages and to a number of elderly in
Crewkerne. This was only possible with considerable effort from a number of groups that
had been hastily set up the week before or in the case of Crewkerne Community Church,
scaled up rapidly with the help of volunteers from Crewkerne Rotary. The community
response was nothing short of remarkable and it turned out there were many more
volunteers than jobs to do. It’s not just actions but the thought that counts and we are
very grateful to everyone who put their names forward to help. This says much about our
established communities and how well we have always looked after the vulnerable in our
villages. Even if Autumn brings another spike and social distancing is tightened up, we are
now prepared and I feel confident that there are more than enough volunteers locally to
keep the cogs of our communities turning.
Looking forward, we are trying to adjust our business to whatever the future might
bring. We had a taste of how many extra customers there are locally and while we don’t
want to change from being a community shop, we do want to make it as easy as possible
for customers to shop with us. This means making the shop as safe an environment as
possible for our staff and customers and to continue to attract the customers who found us
when they felt that Supermarkets were too crowded, or simply because they had more
time to look around.
To this end, we have invested in an online shop and most of what we have in the shop can
now be viewed and bought online (parretbrand.co.uk). For customers who are still wanting
to order in advance for delivery or a safe pick-up from the door, this gives a chance to see
what we have to offer, either by searching for a specific product or by viewing a category of
produce, as if viewing a shelf in the shop. It also means saving us time in answering the
phone. Perhaps most excitingly for us, it means customers who might normally not be able
to visit our shop, perhaps because they are at work, can now place their order 24 hrs a day,
7 days a week and arrange to collect outside our normal opening hours too.
Thank you to everyone who has supported our business during this difficult times.
Jonathan & Anwen and staff.
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After many years David Bridger has decided to stand down from organising this aspect of the
News and we thank him for all his past efforts. We will need someone to takeover that role
and for a rota of volunteers for collation and distribution.
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Production of the News in its regular format requires the collation of the 8 x 500 printed
sheets into 500 magazines and then the distribution of these around the two villages. With
Coronavirus likely to be with us for sometime this will involve changes in the old routine.

Welcome back to the magazine – in a much shorter form, but nonetheless
emerging out of the darkness of a long winter- like Sleeping Beauty, but this time
brought to life by the tender ministrations of our editor. If you remember in that
story, the good fairy puts everybody in the palace to sleep at the same time, because
she realised that when the princess woke up, she would be terrified if she were alone.
So, when the dashing prince comes to her aid after 100 years and wakes her with a
kiss, the whole of the palace wakes up too and life picks up just where it had left off.
Everyone is singing, dancing and rejoicing!
I thought of that story as the restrictions of lockdown are eased and things slowly
come back to life again with our Prime Minister in the role of the dashing prince (he
would like that)– but it really will not be to everything just as before. As importantly,
it seems that we do not want it to be straight back to business as usual. There are
things that we have rediscovered during this time of separation and isolation that has
made us rethink just what is important to us, like our friends and families.
We have thought again about our priorities and have discovered that our key workers
are those who care for our most vulnerable; who provide us with our basic services –
shop workers and those who deliver our post; we found new ways of looking after
those in our communities, sometimes through Facebook, other times through
established groups/committees; we have discovered about the importance of the local
businesses like our Farm Shop, as supply chains have revealed their fragility.
While we stood and clapped for our key workers on Thursday nights, we learnt about
how the virus affected different groups and communities; how inequalities really
matter in people’s life chances – and in the middle of it all, after the sickening sight
of George Floyd being killed in the USA by a white policeman, Black Lives Matter
confronted all of us with the racism that is part of the fabric of our society.
So let’s hope that as we emerge, we remember and cherish what we have learnt; that
while we can be relieved as the pandemic enters a new phase (not ends!) we don’t
forget just what mattered to us at a time a crisis.
Rev Jonathan Morris
jonbea@cooptel.net. Tel 72356

Bible Christian Centre Services
The Manor Arms North Perrott
Tel 01460 72901 www.manorarms.net

WE ARE PLANNING TO RE-OPEN THE PUB
ON FRIDAY 14th AUGUST 2020.
We will carry on with the take-away business for all of you who have relied on it
during the covid pandemic and will also be opening the pub for eating and drinking
BUT ALL TABLES HAVE TO BE PRE-BOOKED even if it is just for a drink.
Unfortunately we are not allowed to let you sit or stand at the bar at the moment.
Only 4 people can sit together inside and up to 6 outside. We look forward to
welcoming you back with a fresh summer menu.
OPENING HOURS
TUES. TO SAT.12-2pm & 6-9pm SUN.12-2.30pm

The White Horse
Haselbury Plucknett

Thank you to everyone who have been supporting us through our takeaway
business and those who have been back to the pub since we have reopened.
For the pub we are operating booking only for eating and drinking to ensure
social distancing, we are also continuing with the takeaways indefinitely.
The last few months have been very challenging, however, for small businesses
the next few months will be even harder, with people staying away for health
reasons and now the catastrophic economic impact so many small
independents will not make it.
If you can afford it please support the local small businesses, Amazon and
other internet giants are just getting richer and so much of our way of life is
under threat.
Once again thank you to everyone who have been supporting us, we are
forever grateful!
Rebecca, Richard and the white horse team
please telephone 01460 78873, or email whitehorsehaselbury@hotmail.co.uk
www.thewhitehorsehaselbury.com

We are holding services online at the moment.....

Sunday 10:30am

Facebook Live—Café church

Sunday 6pm

Zoom - Communion service

Monday 7:30pm

Zoom - Question time

Wednesday 10:30am

Zoom - Communion service

Friday 10:30am

Zoom—Coffee & catch up

Please see our Facebook page for details. If you would like to join us on
Zoom for any of the above services / meetings, please email:
andrew.paula2@btinternet.com for details.

Oasis Coffee Shop @ Bible Christian Centre
Oasis coffee shop is now open on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10am – 12 noon.

Sunday church services during August
St Michael’s Haselbury & St Martin’s North Perrott
August 2nd
August 9th

10.00 Morning Prayer at Haselbury
9.30 Morning Prayer at North Perrott
(11.00 Misterton)
August 16th (9.30 Misterton)
11.00 Morning Prayer at Haselbury
August 23rd 9.30 Morning Prayer at North Perrott
11.00 Morning Prayer at Haselbury
August 30th No services scheduled in either village

NORTH PERROTT CRICKET CLUB
FINALLY!!! Cricket resumed at Willis Lane on the 11th July with games across the weekend
against our friends from Yeovil CC. The weather was very kind and it was great to see so
many members with family along with spectators come and enjoy what was on offer. Clearly
the club had to invest a lot of time in creating a safe environment for all and to ensure this
undertook a thorough risk assessment and implemented new protocols in line with both
Government and ECB guidance thus allowing us to also open a restricted bar service. Further
fixtures are planned for details please see WWW.NPCC.CO.UK. And we would be delighted
to see you at the ground.

